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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the application filed on October 03, 2001, in which claims 1 
presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

3. The Change of Address filed on August 19, 2003 (Paper No. 3) has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) file on 01/03/02 (Paper No. 4) complies with 
the provisions of M.P.E.P. 609. It has been placed in the application file. The information 
referred to therein has been considered as to merits. (See attached form). 

Drawings 

5. The drawings filed on May 29, 2002 are approved by the Draftsperson under 37 CRF 
1.84 or 1.152 as indicated in the "Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review," PTO-948. 
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Specification 



6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because TITLE of the invention should not 
be in the same page as the Abstract, and delete the extraneous matter found on the of the top 
page (page 38). See MPEP 608.01(f). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
5,867,1 10 issued to Naito et al. ("hereinafter Naito"). 

As per claim 1, discloses Naito "system for managing an object positioned in a 
management area" as each data set concerning a particular position is associated with a 
particular area, and the host computer is adapted to determine based upon the received position 
information data (see col. 3, lines 22-25), the system comprising: 

"a host computer for holding a database in which position data of an object to be 
managed is stored in relation to attribute data of the object used for identifying the object" as a 
communication host apparatus which includes a database for storing a plurality of data set 
wherein each concerns a predetermined position, (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3); 
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"a portable terminal machine" as a portable terminal which is capable of retrieving data 
set (object information) from a database which concerns the position of the object, (see figure 1, 
element 12; col. 2, line 18-19); and 

"data communication means for transferring a database from the host computer to the 
portable terminal machine" as a means for transmitting the appropriate data to the portable 
terminal, (see col. 2, lines 25-28); 

"wherein the portable terminal machine displays a position of the object according to 
position data in the database transferred from the host computer to the portable terminal 
machine" as based on the information received from the host computer, the display mean 
displays the corresponding data obtained by the data processing, wherein the user of the 
portable terminal can obtain appropriate information regarding circumstances of a desire 
location of the object, (see col. 2, lines 28-34). 

As per claim 2, Naito discloses, "wherein the portable terminal machine" (see figure 12) 
includes: 

"a data storing unit for storing the database transferred from the host computer" as a 
means for transmitting the appropriate data to the portable terminal, (see col. 2, lines 25-28); 

"a condition inputting unit for entering a retrieval condition" as the data processing unit 
24 executes the data processing based upon the received retrieval data set, (see col. 10, lines 9- 

ii); 

"and a searching uijit for searching the database according to the retrieval condition to 
obtain the position data from the database when the attribute data of the object matches the 
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retrieval condition" as the data processing unit 24 retrieves the data in the second database of 
the database 32 based upon the impassable road section information data 206 to obtain the 
intersection position data 402, 403 in association with the road identification number contained 
in the impassable road section information data 206, (see col. 10, lines 28-34). 

As per claim 3, Naito discloses, "wherein the portable terminal machine includes a data 
synchronization unit for synchronizing data in the database stored in the data storing unit of the 
portable terminal machine with data in the database held in the host computer" as based upon 
the supplied texts information data and intersection position data, displays on the screen thereof 
an image of a map in which the road sections and the route toward the destination are specified, 
(see col. 10, lines 44-55). 

As per claim 4, Naito discloses, "wherein the host computer includes a data 
synchronization unit for synchronizing data in the database stored in the data storing unit of the 
portable terminal machine with data in the database held in the host computer" as based upon 
the supplied texts information data and intersection position data, displays on the screen thereof 
an image of a map in which the road sections and the route toward the destination are specified, 
(see col. 10, lines 44-55). 

As per claim 5, Naito discloses, wherein the object is a computer, (see Naito, col. 1, line 
65 to col. 2, lines 20). 
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As per claim 6, Naito discloses "a retrieval system" as a portable terminal which is 
capable of retrieving data set (object information) from a database, (see col. 2, lines 18-19), 
comprising: 

"a host computer including a database, which database is output by the host computer 
on request, in which retrieval information and position information of objects to be managed 
are held in relation to each other" as a communication host apparatus which includes a database 
for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a predetermined position, (see col. 1, 
lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3); and 

"a portable terminal machine for receiving and storing the database output by the host 
computer" as host apparatus being responsive to a portable terminal which is capable of 
retrieving data set (object information) from a database which concerns the position of the 
object, (see figure 1, element 12; col. 2, line 16-19); 

"wherein the portable terminal machine includes: a searching unit for searching the 
retrieval information in the database according to a condition specified by a user to identify a 
match between the retrieval information and the condition and consequently to identify position 
information of a particular object" as the data processing unit 24 retrieves the data in the second 
database of the database 32 based upon the impassable road section information data 206 to 
obtain the intersection position data 402, 403 in association with the road identification number 
contained in the impassable road section information data 206, (see col. 10, lines 28-34); "and a 
map display unit for displaying a position where the particular object is managed on a map 
according to the position information" as specify an area in the map to be displayed on the screen 
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of the display unit 22 so as to read appropriate map from the map database, (see col. 10, lines 25- 
27). 

As per claim 7, Naito discloses "a portable position display apparatus for displaying a 
position of an object to be managed" as the data processing unit 24 refers to the position 
information data indicative of its own current position of the portable terminal, in which to 
specify an area in the map to be displayed on the screen of the display unit 22 so as to read 
appropriate map from the map database, (see col. 2, lines 22-34), 
comprising: 

"a data storing unit for storing a database that includes map data used to display a map 
of an area in which the object is positioned, position data used to locate the object on the map, 
and attribute data used to identify the object, wherein the position data is stored in relation to 
the attribute data" as a map stored in the database in which an specific area in the map to be 
displayed of the display unit 22 to read out appropriate map data, (see col. 10, lines 25-27); 

"a condition input unit for enabling a user to enter a retrieval condition" as a means for 
entering a new interval time through the input device 20, (see col. 1 1 , lines 38-39); 

"a searching unit for searching the database stored in the data storing unit according to 
the retrieval condition to identify a match between the attribute data and the retrieval condition 
and consequently to identify position data of the object" as a means for searching the data in the 
second database of the database 32 based upon the shelter route information data 207 to obtain 
the intersection position data 402, 403 in association with the road identification number . 
contained in the shelter route information data 207, (see col. 10, lines 33-37); and 
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"a map display unit for displaying a position of the object on the map according to the 
map data and the position data in the database when a match is identified by the searching unit" 
as specify an area in the map to be displayed on the screen of the display unit 22 so as to read 
appropriate map from the map database, (see col. 10, lines 25-27). 

As per claim 8, Naito discloses, "the apparatus further including a data receiving unit for 
receiving the database" as means for including retrieval from the database 32 based upon data, 
(see col. 5, lines 8-9). 

As per claim 9, Naito discloses "the apparatus further including a management 
information display unit for displaying management information of the object according to the 
attribute data in the database when the searching unit identifies the match" as based upon the 
supplied texts information data and intersection position data, displays on the screen thereof an 
image of a map in which the road sections and the route toward the destination are specified, 
(see col. 10, lines 44-55). 

As per claim 10, Naito discloses "an apparatus for managing data of an object to be 
managed" as a mean for displaying the corresponding data obtained by the data processing, 
wherein the user of the portable terminal can obtain appropriate information regarding 
circumstances of a desire location of the object, (see col. 2, lines 28-34); comprising: 

"a database storing unit for storing a database that includes map data used to display a 
map of an area in which an object to be managed is positioned, position data of a display mark 
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that denotes the position of the object on the map, and attribute data used to identify the object" 
as a map stored in the database in which an specific area in the map to be displayed of the 
display unit 22 to read out appropriate map data, (see col. 10, lines 25-27); and 

"a database outputting unit for outputting the database to a portable terminal machine in 
response to a request from the portable terminal machine" as host apparatus being responsive to 
a portable terminal which is capable of retrieving data set (object information) from a database 
which concerns the position of the object, (see figure 1, element 12; col. 2, line 16-19). 

As per claim 11, Naito discloses, "the apparatus further including a map display unit for 
displaying the map according to the map data in the database" as to specific area in the map to 
be displayed on the screen of the display unit 22 so as to read out appropriate map data from the 
map database, (see col. 10, lines 25-27); 

"a mark drawing unit for enabling a user to draw a display mark on the map displayed 
by the map display unit" as a user touches the touch panel the input device 20 detects the 
operation and provides the data processing unit 24 with instructions, in which the display unit 
22 displays on a display screen images corresponding to the results of data processing by the 
data processing unit 24, (see col. 4, lines 65 to col. 5, line 3); 

"a coordinate obtaining unit for obtaining coordinates of the display mark drawn by the 
mark drawing unit" as a user touches the touch panel the input device 20 detects the operation 
and provides the data processing unit 24 with instructions, in which the display unit 22 displays 
on a display screen images corresponding to the results of data processing by the data 
processing unit 24, (see col. 4, lines 65 to col. 5, line 3), and column 9, lines 51-54; and 
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"a data storing unit for storing the coordinate data in the database as the position data of 
the display mark", (see figure 1, element 32, col. 4, lines 58-59). 

As per claim 12, Naito discloses, "wherein the map display unit" (see col. 10, lines 25- 
27), "when the display mark, is drawn by the mark drawing unit, displays a reference line 
created on the map in response to a fixed item in the area in which the object to be managed is 
positioned" as to determine the longitude and latitude ranges (coordinates) defining an area in 
which the position corresponding to the received position information data falls, (see col. 9, 
lines 51-54). 

As per claim 13, Naito discloses "a position display method" as a means for displaying 
images based upon data obtained by the data processing, in which the portable terminal further 
including current position detecting means for detecting its current position, (see col. 2, lines 8- 
1 1), comprising the steps of: 

"storing a database that includes map data used to display an area in which a plurality of 
objects to be managed are placed as a map, position data used to display a position of each of 
the plurality of objects in the area on the map, and attribute data used to identify each object in 

a locally unique way" as based on the information received from the host computer, the display 

< 

mean displays the corresponding data obtained by the data processing, wherein the user of the 
portable terminal can obtain appropriate information regarding circumstances of a desire 
location of the object, (see col. 2, lines 28-34); 

"prompting a user to specify a specific object among the plurality of objects" ; 
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"reading the map data and the position data of the specific object from the database" as 
to specify an area in the map to be displayed on the screen on the display unit 22 so as to read 
out appropriate map data from the map database, (see col. 10, lines 26-28); and 

"displaying the position of the specific object in the area on the map according to the 
map data and the position data read from the database" as to specify an area in the map to be 
displayed on the screen on the display unit 22 so as to read out appropriate map data from the 
map database, (see col 10, lines 26-28), and column 2, lines 28-34. 

As per claim 14, Naito discloses, "wherein the database is received from a host 
computer and stored in the database storing step" as a communication host apparatus which 
includes a database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a predetermined 
position, (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3). 

As per claim 15, Naito discloses, "wherein the database is updated by the host 
computer" as the host computer 50 transmits data to the portable terminal 12 via the network 
system and writes appropriate data to the database 52, (see col. 5, lines 60-65). 

As per claim 16, Naito discloses, "wherein the host computer updates the database at 
predetermined times" as means for responsive to the time up signal to transmit the position 
information data indicative of the current position of the portable terminal" to the 
communication host apparatus, (see col. 2, lines 39-41). 
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As per claim 17, Naito discloses "a computer readable storage medium that stores a 
program to be executed by a computer" as a communication host apparatus which includes a 
database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a predetermined position, (see 
col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3), the program enabling the computer to execute: 

"a first process for displaying a map based on map data and on position data of an object 
that is positioned and managed in a specific area, wherein the map data and the position data are 
stored in a database" as based on the information received from the host computer, the display 
mean displays the corresponding data obtained by the data processing, wherein the user of the 
portable terminal can obtain appropriate information regarding circumstances of a desire 
location of the object, (see col. 2, lines 28-34); 

"a second process for drawing a display mark of the object to be managed according to 
an input from a user on the map" as based upon the supplied the second text information data, 
in which the display unit 22 displays on the screen a text corresponding to the text information 
data, (see col. 10, lines 44-46); 

"a third process for obtaining coordinate data of the drawn display mark on the map" as 
based upon the supplied intersection position area, in which displays on the screen an image of 
a map and the road sections, (see col. 10, lines 46-49); and 

"a fourth process for storing the coordinate data in the database in relation to entered 
data of the object" as a communication host apparatus which includes a database for storing a 
plurality of data set wherein each concerns a predetermined position, (see col. 1, lines 67 to col. 
2, lines 3). 
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As per claim 18, Naito discloses, "wherein the program further enables the computer to 
execute a process for presenting a list of objects to be managed, read from the database, so as to 
prompt the user to specify a particular object to be managed and to be stored in relation to the 
coordinate data in the fourth process" as a communication host apparatus which includes a 
database for storing a plurality of data set wherein each concerns a predetermined position, (see 
col. 1, lines 67 to col. 2, lines 3), and column 10, lines 26-28. 

Prior Art 

8. The prior art of record and not relied on upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Suzuki U.S. Patent No. 6,026,400 relates to information processors, which retrieve 
appropriate information in reply to an operator's request. Kobayashi et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,263,347 relates to a system for linking data between a computer and a portable remote 
terminal. 
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examiner should be directed to Jean B Fleurantin whose telephone number is 703-308-6718. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BREENE JOHN E can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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